
 

Summer 2014 Newsletter 
Summer arrived early this year.  Moseley 

gardens are looking more like July than June.  
 

Meteor Ford Site 
It is probably what is going on behind the 

hoardings at the site of the old Meteor Ford 

garage that is of most interest to local 

residents.   At our AGM we heard from Chris 

Rosier, who is part of the development team, 

and a summary of what he said is below.  The 

good news is that, contrary to our pessimistic 

prediction in the last newsletter, the horse 

chestnut tree won’t have to come down as its 

roots were below the now removed petrol 

storage tanks. 

 
 

Moseley Society AGM – May 15 
Helen Minovi, in the Chair, welcomed members 

and explained the order for the evening.  
 

The meeting was very well attended and extra 

chairs were needed.  We suspect the attraction 

was the presence of Chris Rosier who is a local 

consultant working for the new owners of the 

Meteor Ford site.  Marshall CDP is a Yorkshire 

based family run firm.  They are using the 

plans that already have approval.  The 

footprint, massing and elevations will be the 

same.  However, translating the drawings into 

construction plans has caused some problems, 

e.g. floor heights.   The site itself has proved 

more difficult to clear than anticipated.   
 

At the time of his talk, he was unable to reveal 

the name of the ‘anchor tenant’, but confirmed 

that there would also be a second retailer.   

One of the original conditions for planning 

approval was the inclusion of a medical centre.  

Talks continue with the doctors at Wake Green 

Surgery, which he hopes will be successful.  
 

A fuller report and details of questions that 

arose will be on the website.  We will continue 

to keep you informed of developments. 
 

The meeting continued with the formal 

adoption of reports and accounts and the 

election of Officers and Committee.  The 

Minutes will be posted on the website in due 

course or can be obtained in paper form on 

request, using the contact details above.     
 

Highbury Trust was the next item on the 

Agenda.  Councillor Lisa Trickett explained the 

proposal to establish a Stakeholder’s Group for 

Highbury Trust.  Their first task would be to 

help draw up a business plan for the Hall, 

which had been bequeathed to the City by the 

Chamberlain family in 1932.  Significant funds 

will need to be raised and it has yet to be 

decided who is responsible for the backlog of 

repairs.  She hoped that by late July it would 

be possible to hold a strategic planning day to 

consider the future, and include the legal and 

property teams from the City Council together 

with Civic Catering who have been running the 

business side of Highbury Hall. 
 

The final item of the evening was a brief 

presentation from Mike Marlow about 

computer mapping.  The City Council has 

been digitising maps since 1995.   Mike 

showed the meeting how the City Council’s 

Planning website uses ‘Local View’ which can 

reveal current planning applications, the 

boundaries of conservation areas, the location 

of listed buildings and tree preservation orders 

with a click of a button.   This information is 

available to all who can navigate past the 

opening page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Crown Copyright) 

36 Grove Avenue, Moseley 
Birmingham, B13 9RY 

0121-449 2133 
e-mail: all-enquiries@moseley-society.org.uk 
website: http://www.moseley-society.org.uk/ 

mailto:all-enquiries@moseley-society.org.uk
http://www.moseley-society.org.uk/


2 
 

Future Meetings 
Next season’s programme is in the planning 

stages.  Please let us know if you have any 

ideas for speakers or topics. 
 

The Local History Group has talks and events 

arranged for June and July.  
 

June 24, 7.30 at Moseley Exchange  

Lost Industries and Businesses of 

Birmingham. Illustrated talk by Keith Clenton 

of The Carl Chinn Birmingham Lives Archives.  
 

July 22, 7.30 at Moseley Ashfield Cricket 

Club pavilion off Yardley Wood Road. 

‘The Sporting Field to the Battle Field: the 

story of Ashfield Cricket Club, Moor Green 

Football Club, Moseley Rugby Club and the 

Great War.’ Talk by Doug Smith, a local 

historian who is working with Moseley Ashfield 

on the Heritage Lottery Fund Bid.   

(Details of their centenary celebrations below) 
 

June 28 and July 6  

The Boys cheered and the Girls Cried 

(Stories from the Moseley Local History 

Archives) 

Sarah Moss is a printmaker and illustrator and 

became a member of the Moseley Society a 

few years ago with the idea of using the local 

history archives in her work as an artist.  She 

has taken personal Moseley memories and has 

produced 6 copperplate etchings which will be 

on display at the Dovecote on June 28th as part 

of the MiB open gardens weekend and again 

during the Moseley Festival on Sunday 6th July. 

 
A Copperplate etching by Sarah Moss taken 

from a story about a blue balloon from Verity 

Montague-Smith.  Sarah has added to the 

picture with tales of refugee children found in 

the archives. 
 

Sarah feels that personal stories are   

important to the history of Moseley and hopes 

that people will bring their own stories, photos 

and memorabilia which could be added to the 

archives and may be used by her in future in 

her work as an artist.  She also hopes to let 

people of all ages have a go at block printing. 
 

Her work is linked to the Moseley Now and 

Then project undertaken by the Local History 

Group.  They have now started on their 

Moseley and WW1 project which will continue 

through into the autumn. Their historian, Josie 

Wall, has already contacted a number of 

groups, schools and churches and is starting to 

gather interesting facts about those who 

fought in the war including local regiments and 

those who worked as nurses and in other non-

combatant roles.  She is keen to hear from 

anyone with information or personal memories. 

You can contact her at cemetery-

reseacher@hotmail.com or by calling at the 

Moseley Exchange Green Room on Mondays 

between 10.30 and 12.30. 
 
  

Moseley Village 
Two items were raised under Any Other 

Business at the AGM.  Colin Gough drew 

attention to the reference in the Planning and 

Licensing Report about developments that do 

nothing to ‘maintain and advance’ conservation 

areas in Moseley. He asked about the garden 

shed and landscaping materials business which 

is taking place very, very slowly at the corner 

of Oxford Road and St. Mary’s Row. They don’t 

have to ask for planning permission as the site 

has been previously used for a retail business.     

 
It’s certainly been a bit of an eyesore, but 

things are taking shape and there has been a 

lot of interest from passers-by.   

 

May Oscar asked about the changes to the 

No.1 bus. This no longer goes to the Town 

Hall, but stops at Sheepcote Street.  Although 

the route has been extended beyond Acocks 

Green, she and others agreed that the service 

was fairly useless for people getting to the 

Library, the REP or Symphony Hall from 

Moseley.  It was especially bad for those who 

lived at the bottom end of Salisbury Road or 

Russell Road who didn’t have access to other 

services.  Perhaps it is time to start a petition 
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to get the restoration of the route to the Town 

Hall.  Do let us know what your thoughts are. 
 

Incidentally, the bus that runs from the Bull 

Ring Markets to Kings Heath via the back 

streets has changed its number from 650 to   

34. 
 

Another change in Moseley is the imminent 

closure of Barclays Bank in St. Mary’s Row.  

Among other things, they are unable to meet 

the requirements for a disabled access.  A loss 

of any business is a blow for Moseley and it will 

affect the revellers who come to wine and dine 

in the Village.  There is often a queue for the 

cash point. 
 

Supplementary Planning Document 
We are pleased to report that the Moseley SPD 

was adopted by the City Council at the end of 

April.  This is the document to which many of 

you will have contributed over the past few 

years.  It adds an extra layer of detail to the 

over-arching policy that already exists in the 

Council’s own Birmingham Plan 2031.  It 

means that if another big planning application 

is made for Moseley, the planners should take 

into consideration the views and aspirations of 

local residents. 
 

Alternative Giving Scheme 
You may have noticed purple collecting boxes 

in a number of local shops and restaurants. We 

are being asked to refrain from giving money 

to people begging and to donate instead to a 

campaign which will support local charities and 

groups working to meet the immediate needs 

of vulnerable local residents (such as food and 

clothing) as well as providing help via outreach 

workers to help them move to more stable 

lifestyles, ending the cycle of begging.  

For more updates on the campaign please 

follow @MoseleyGiving on Twitter or visit 

www.moseleycap.co.uk 

 

Moseley Gardens South (National 

Gardens Scheme) Sunday June 22, 2 - 6 

 

7 Ashfield Road – one of seven beautiful 

gardens in B13 and B14 that are opening for 

the National Gardens Scheme. The joint 

entrance fee is £4 (children free) 

This is a chance to see these beautiful urban 

gardens, meet the gardeners, buy plants and 

have a cup of tea and a slice or two of home-

made cake. 

 

The gardens vary from small, shady retreats to 

a third of an acre of spreading lawns and 

mature trees. There are water features, wildlife 

planting, grow-your-own in action, scree 

gardening and outdoor artworks.  A quiz and 

treasure trail are on offer for children. All the 

money goes to charity and more details can be 

found in the yellow book or National Gardens 

Scheme website: http://www.ngs.org.uk/ 
 

Moseley in Bloom 
The following weekend June 28/29   Moseley in 

Bloom will again run the Open Gardens 

weekend when around twenty gardens, 

allotments and parks will be open.  On the 

Saturday, Moseley Westside will have gardens 

open in Goodby, Reddings and Chantry Road, 

Park Hill, Trafalgar and Mayfield Road together 

with Moor Green Allotments, the Dovecote and 

the wonderful Park and Pool.  Watch out too 

for a surprise garden with bees and chickens 

right on the car park in Moseley.  On Sunday, 

Moseley Eastside includes Woodfield and 

Cambridge Roads, Greenend Road and Elmfield 

Crescent, School Road, Dyott and St. Agnes 

Road as well as Billesley Lane Allotments.  
 

Open Gardens weekend is a major fundraiser 

for Moseley in Bloom.  The money goes to the 

floral displays in Moseley village that have 

contributed to the awarding of Gold to Moseley 

six times already and seven times leading to 

Moseley being designated Best Urban 

Community by the judges at the Heart of 

England in Bloom.   The gardens will also host 

teas, music and plant sales and, as this year is 

the 50th anniversary of Britain in Bloom, the 

children’s activity will focus on Gold.   
 

After Open Gardens there is then a month to 

prepare for judging on 31 July.  If you can help 

in any way - please get in touch. For more 

information see www.moseleyinbloom.org.uk 
 

The Moseley Festival (4 – 13 July) 
For full details of the Festival go to 

www.moseleyfestival.org.uk/  
 

We will be at the street Fair on Saturday July 

5, sharing a stall with the Local History Group.  

Between us we have registered three events: 
  
Friday July 4, More Canals than Venice with 

the Co-Producer, Blair Kessler answering 

questions. The showings are at the Moseley 

Exchange at 17.00 and 19.30.  They are 50   
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seats and its first come first served. The £2 

entrance fee goes towards St. Basils who help 

prevent youth homelessness. 
  

Saturday July 5, 10.30 and 14.30 Walk starting 

from the stall to learn more about the history 

of some local pubs.  
 

Sunday July 6 at the Dovecote between 12.00 

and 17.00 Exhibition of Sarah Moss’s 

copperplate etchings based on stories 

from the archives. (See Local History Group) 
 

Dovecote and Icehouse 
These will be open as usual on the afternoon of 

the Farmers’ Market.  The dovecote is one of 

the gardens to visit for MiB on Saturday June 

28 and will open on Sunday July 6 during the 

Festival. We plan to open the Icehouse during 

the Moseley Festival and Jazz Festival. 
 

The garden at the Dovecote relies entirely on 

volunteer labour and the team could do with 

some more help.  They are there regularly on 

the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday morning of the 

month. 
 

We are delighted to know that the garden is 

being used by patients and staff of Moseley 

Hall Hospital.  We had proof of this when we 

got a note from Harvey Maxwell, the Audit 

Officer from the hospital about the butterflies 

he has spotted in the garden over his lunch 

hour.   They were large and small white, 

green-veined white, common blue, peacock, 

red admiral, comma, small tortoiseshell, small 

copper and small skipper. Thanks Harvey for 

putting your auditing skills to good use. One of 

the Moseley Society committee members who 

tend the garden, Roy Cockel, has added his 

observations:  This year I have seen many 

orange tips and brimstone on a couple of 

occasions. The most common butterfly here 

this year so far has been the comma.  

  
A comma basking on Anaphalis triplinervis. 

(Photo Roy Cockel) 
 

The Farmers’ Market continues on the last 

Saturday of the month and the Arts Market 

on the fourth Saturday. 
Flying Teapot, the monthly street food, 

vintage and craft market in Moseley has moved 

to Saturday but will be there on Sunday July 6 

as part of the Festival.  After that the dates 

are: July 19, August 23 and September 20. 
 

Mostly Jazz, Funk & Soul Festival  
in Moseley Park and Pool July 11 - 13 
 

Local Elections 
Claire Spencer is the newly elected local 

Councillor for Moseley and Kings Heath.  We 

look forward to working with her.  Our thanks 

go to Ernie Hendricks who has contributed 

much time and energy to the well-being of 

Moseley during his eight years in office. 

Congratulations to Councillor Lisa Trickett who 

is now the Green, Smart and Sustainable 

City cabinet member. 
 

Moseley Ashfield Cricket Club   
This delightful family friendly cricket club is 

tucked away off the Yardley Wood Road.  It 

backs onto the golf course, just round the 

corner from St. Agnes Road   

 
The Edwardian pavilion is the Club House and 

its centenary will be celebrated on the Club’s 

President’s Day, June 22.  There will be a 

children’s tournament in the morning and the 

President’s match will take place in the 

afternoon.  Lunch and tea are on offer.  Non-

Members are welcome to drop in and visit the 

club.  If you would like some lunch or want to 

find out more about the club get in touch with 

Susan Smith on 0121 689 4342.  
 

 New Members  
Jenny Brewer, Jon Stevens, Mrs Betty Clarke, 

William Bath, Barbara & Ian Teffer, Rob 

Hunter, Daniel Pollitt, Dr Michael Lawrence, 

Keith & Linda Fox, Brian Kane, Heather Frazier, 

Annie Hobart, Henry Hubball, Mrs Sarah 

Costigan, Nicholas Barrand, Stephen Sharp, 

Jacqueline Williams, Jo Thackwray. 


